
SCREENING GUIDE

www.makeitabigdeal.org

Is our democracy
for sale?



The ‘Big Deal’ documentary is a wake-up call 
about the frightening extent to which money 
has infiltrated politics in Australia. 

PURPOSE:

RESOURCES: www.makeitabigdeal.org
www.ourdemocracy.com.au
Discussion Guide
Meet Your MP Guide

This guide provides step by step advice on how to screen the Big Deal 
documentary in your community. Our hope is that the documentary can ignite 
conversations that inspire overdue political reform.
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http://www.makeitabigdeal.org
http://www.ourdemocracy.com.au
https://www.makeitabigdeal.org/assets/
https://www.makeitabigdeal.org/assets/


Big Deal is a wake-up call about the frightening 
extent to which money has infiltrated politics.
 
Christiaan Van Vuuren is an everyday Aussie – a 
comedian and a father with a keen sense of fairness 
and justice. Christiaan is proud of his country, its 
peaceful society, and its sound political system. So 
proud, in fact, that he might be a little complacent. 
Smug, even.

DOCUMENTARY SYNOPSIS   
Big Deal begins with Christiaan mocking the fact that 
the US democracy has been taken over by big money, 
but he soon realises that the situation in his home 
country is not all that different. A wake-up call about 
the frightening extent to which money has infiltrated 
politics, Christiaan’s unlikely journey shows us why 
we should care, and how we might work together 
to ensure our democracy is safeguarded from being 
sold to the highest bidder.

MAIN ISSUES   

03 www.makeitabigdeal.org

Is our democracy
for sale?



We all need to do what we can to ensure that our 
democracy isn’t sold to the highest bidder. From 
making the documentary, we can see that connecting 
with others in your community and working together 
can have big outcomes.  

The documentary has partnered with the Australian 
Democracy Network which is a group of experts 
and over 30 organisations who are actively working 
around Australia via local groups who are taking 
action on the issue.

DEMOCRACY IS NOT A 
SPECTATOR SPORT   

The director of the Our Democracy Campaign 
featured in the Big Deal Documentary, and many of 
the experts support and are contributing to the Our 
Democracy campaign. 

This guide is created by the Our Democracy campaign 
to ensure that whatever skills you have, whatever 
you are passionate about, there is a way to do 
something to promote that cause.

Don’t forget the power we have simply by virtue of 
being constituents in an electorate.

ARE YOU ON THE OUR DEMOCRACY 
MAILING LIST? SIGN UP !
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It’s strange releasing a film during a pandemic. 
Usually, we would send the film team around 
Australia to start conversations about the film.

Both Craig (director) and Christiaan (presenter) 
are both based in Sydney which means they cannot 
travel. Instead, we are coordinating a syndicated 
virtual panel around Australia.

Book your tickets now, or share the link: 
https://www.madmanfilms.com.au/big-deal/

Lots of relevant pranks are planned 
for the launch event 

THE NATIONAL CINEMA 
LAUNCH EVENT WITH Q & A PANEL 

REPLICATE THESE 
AT YOUR EVENT!
CONTACT LEEANNET@JUNGLEENTERTAINMENT.COM

Moderated by journalist Kate McClymont, eminent 
experts from the documentary and the film team will 
be on an online panel, while audiences will physically 
gather in cinemas for one big, syndicated event. 

The special advance screeing is a chance to 
participate in setting the agenda for the discussion 
that will take place alongside the film. 

The special national launch event is a chance to 
participate in setting the agenda for the discussion 
that will take place alongside the film.  

#BigDeal @makeitabigdeal
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HOST YOUR OWN 
SCREENING
The film will be available for in-cinema events from 
13th September 2021. 

For any state in lockdown virtual screening options 
will be available. Register your interest here. 

Screening the film plus holding a discussion is one 
of the most effective ways to elevate the issue and 
inspire a group of people to work together to make 
change.

Also we have some fun ideas that give the screenings 
some of the comic tone of the film itself! Check them 
out here.

Send us photos of your event – screenshots, selfies, 
we want to see it all - @makeitabigdeal #BigDeal

You can screen the film after it has been in cinemas. 
but it will be on ABC in late 2021, so we do 
recommend organising a screening asap. 

We have a range of ways that the film can be 
screened. There is a small fee for the films license, 
depending on what kind of event you are running. 
 
The filmmakers, and the experts who appeared in the 
film, can be approached to participate in discussions 
and facilitate conversations to build interest in 
revitalising democracy.

Complete this form or email
leeannet@jungleentertainment.com

REGISTER NOW
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2Ir2QTRCeWW5F9vJ6WMEgvRA--yMm4NlDXfPHZuOZTlKg6g/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16_aLAVLeaosYg9Bj13SuYA_4kXlge_Cj4gGBrKZTJec/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16_aLAVLeaosYg9Bj13SuYA_4kXlge_Cj4gGBrKZTJec/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/oyCybaaPa8R3gQcTA


HOST YOUR OWN 
SCREENING
 
Cinemas unaffected by lockdown in Australia will 
be playing the film from 16th September 2021 for 
a limited time only. You can coordinate a group to 
attend a session together and hold a discussion 
afterwards. 

If you wish to hold the discussion at the cinema, 
please coordinate with the cinema to book in the 
extra time. Alternatively you can hold the discussion 
at a nearby venue. 

Check www.madmanfilms.com.au/big-deal for a list 
of cinemas.

If your local cinema is not listed, please get in touch 
with them to book a private screening. 

Private screening: 
You can arrange a private screening at your local 
cinema, and host a discussion before or after the film. 

This is a great option if you hope to have more 
than 100 people attending. It can also be used as a 
fundraising event. 

Available for any area / state in lock-down from 13th 
September 2021

Available nationally from 23rd September to 18th 
October 2021

The film distributors can provide a link to the film that 
will be active for 48 hours. Your audience can watch 
the film in their own time. You can then organise an 
online panel discussion – this also creates a natural 
deadline for your audience to watch the film, and a 
perfect chance to work out how to take action.

You can also share a screen and watch the film 
together as a group in real time streaming session.

REGISTER NOW

Complete this form or email
leeannet@jungleentertainment.com

IN A CINEMA VIRTUAL  SCREENING

COMMUNITY SCREENING

Digital and DVD versions of the film are 
availaible to show on “small screens”. In 
commuity halls, churches, offices, arts spaces - 
anywhere where you can safely gather a crowd 
to watch. You’ll also need a projector, screen, 
and sound system. These can also be used as 
fundraising events.

07 www.makeitabigdeal.org

Is our democracy
for sale?

https://www.madmanfilms.com.au/big-deal 
https://forms.gle/oyCybaaPa8R3gQcTA


GOT OTHER QUESTIONS?

Sample invitation text 
Note: You’ll need sign off from the team before you send  

Trailer

Promotional Image

Discussion Guide

Fun ideas for your event

Email leeannet@jungleentertainment.com

MATERIALS FOR YOUR 
SCREENING   

Sample follow up email 
Note: You’ll need sign off from the team before you send

Press Kit

Social Media Headers

Social Media Posts (check in for updates!)
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/xfbmmuusbzu8hyh/BIG%20DEAL%20_%20Sample%20Email%20Invitation%20to%20Screening.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6iobbjxlohqzg9j/BIG%20DEAL%20TRAILER%20LINKS.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0dq3flnamlpjutj/BigDeal_Thumbnail.png?dl=0
http://www.makeitabigdeal.org/assets/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16_aLAVLeaosYg9Bj13SuYA_4kXlge_Cj4gGBrKZTJec/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jf4yf7u04z9c1nw/BIG%20DEAL%20_%20Sample%20Email%20Follow%20up%20Email%20after%20Screening.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/x4m5swycdndsa8z/Big%20Deal%20Feature_Final_web.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wqtr4g71m5edlyd/AAAUzXUKbucwEda9Q0KZhTyLa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/wqtr4g71m5edlyd/AAAUzXUKbucwEda9Q0KZhTyLa?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFFq53FypJw


Over two decades, that’s a billion dollars in ‘dark 
money’ going into our political parties. 

The political parties only have to disclose how much 
money they’ve received if the amount is over about 
$14,000. You can donate multiple amounts of $13,000 
and political parties would not have to disclose who 
these amounts are from. 

Lobbying is a billion-dollar industry in Australia. For 
every federal politician, there’s millions of dollars 
devoted just to swinging their opinion, their vote in 
the Senate or in the Lower House. 

Lobbyists have access to a special orange pass which 
allows them into parts of parliament that everyday 
folks can’t go to. There are limits to access, such as 
requiring you to have known a politician for more 
than a year. 

The number of lobbyists hugely outnumbers the 
amount of politicians.

In 2019, the fossil fuel industry donated $708,000 to 
the Coalition, and $585,000 to Labor. And that’s just 
the fossil-fuel donations that we know about that are 
listed on the registry. 

KEY FACTS FROM THE FILM    

We Aussies love the underdogs, those who stand up 
against the powerful. So why do we accept a political 
system where the rich and powerful get special 
treatment?

When this guide was made, there was no integrity 
body to be the watchdog at the federal level in 
Australia. Several states and territories have 
integrity commissions against corruption – but there 
is no national oversight. 

Election advertising drives many of us up the wall. 
The huge amounts spent on advertising are often 
raised from big corporate donors, and unlike other 
forms of advertising - there’s no requirement to be 
truthful.

Most Australian states and territories have strong 
laws regulating money in politics, but the laws at the 
federal level are woefully lacking. Donations are only 
disclosed once a year via thousands of lines of data 
released en masse.  

The majority of the sources of these donations, over 
50% of the income for both of the major parties, are 
not disclosed to the public. 
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https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/nov/12/win-for-lobbyists-number-of-sponsored-passes-for-parliament-doubles-in-seven-years
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/nov/12/win-for-lobbyists-number-of-sponsored-passes-for-parliament-doubles-in-seven-years
https://transparency.aec.gov.au/
https://www.aec.gov.au/parties_and_representatives/financial_disclosure/Overview.htm


QUESTIONS?

Hosting a screening of Big Deal is a great way to 
start a conversation in your community around the 
challenges facing our democracy, and what we can 
do about them. Whether it’s a small screening with 
friends in your home, or a public screening at your 
local community centre, the documentary is a great 
tool to get the conversation started.  

Here are a few ideas for ways you can get the most 
out of the experience. Feel free to adapt these 
suggestions based on the type of event you’re 
running and what will work best in your local 
community.

Suitable for small group discussions or break out 
groups from a larger audience

You might want to organise a screening for your local 
environment group, church, or general community 
group. In this case the event could focus on what the 
issues raised in the film mean for your group.

• Something that surprised you, inspired you from 
the film and why?

• How does the work of our group benefit from a 
healthy democracy? 

• Of the issues raised in the film, which ones align 
with our values most strongly? 

• What actions could we take to help our democracy 
work better? 

• Are there other groups we could work with to do 
that? 

• What are the next steps? 

Choose a great facilitator in your group to lead a 
discussion.

Get in touch at leeannet@jungleentertainment.com 
and we’ll give you a call or email you back!

A public screening that attracts different people can 
be a powerful way of bringing people together. Some 
will be new to these issues, others will have a long 
term interest.

An inspiring way to end a screening might be to invite 
local champions of democracy to briefly speak to the 
audience and then have a Q & A session. 

It’s best to limit your speakers list to 2-3 speakers 
and give them no longer than 5 minutes each to 
reflect on the documentary. Speakers might include:

• Local, state or federal politicians
• Community leaders
• Advocates for a healthy democracy
• #OurDemocracy experts (contact us and we can 

recommend someone in your area)

You’ll need a good facilitator to keep speakers to time 
and to handle questions from the audience.

Foster a mood of curiosity and openness to learn 
more about what democracy means to your 
community. 

DISCUSSION GUIDE    

SMALL GROUPS

MEDIUM GROUPS 
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CONTACTS

More than a documentary, Big Deal is a campaign for 
change. 

There are lots of ways that people who attend your 
event can make a difference. 

• Share the documentary on your social networks. 
We recommend using the trailer to promote it 

• Contact your MP 

• Register here to meet other people in your 
electorate working for change 

• Join the Anti-Lobby Lobby - also known as our 
mailing list - to find out about opportunities to 
make democracy a big deal.  

• Host a screening  

• Educate- we have tools to support educators 

If it’s a small group, set a time and date for people to 
meet again. 

Leeanne Torpey 
Big Deal Impact Producer
leeannet@jungleentertainment.com
0404146117

Tony Mohr
Campaigns Director
The Australian Democracy Network
tony.mohr@australiandemocracy.org.au

ENCOURAGING ACTION   
RESOURCES

The documentary website: 
makeitabigdeal.org

The Our Democracy campaign site: 
ourdemocracy.com.au

Even more resources: 
australiandemocracy.org.au/resources
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